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1. Texts of approved statements to be made by Assistant Secre- 
tary Henkin at Defense Department concerning operations in 

Cambodia as well as subsequent statement to be used by MACV : 
are being sent ' through military channels 7to5Saigon. ■ . 
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2. Assume you will have advance text of Thieu’s statement 

and insure that it is consistent with above Washington and 

MACV statements, as well as with Lon Nol's position, described 

m Phnom Penh’s 656. Ip reviewing Thieu’s message on these 
operations , — i:..'. i^y 
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understand if he says operation has U.S, support. However, 

not go i p.tp'fdfiiza wtylch'/ axe dealt /withAin^ ' 
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3 rUS t that Thieu ' s message will k sutiuxE contain features 
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' tyOU had previous fy discussed with him regarding withdrawal c£ 
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. SVN forces following operation and humane treatment of 
Cambodians residing in areas involved. 

* ■. i 

4. In providing copies of these statements to President Thieu, 
Embassy and MACV should request him to hold his statement until 
knowledge of the operation has leaked and there is pressure j 
from the press in Saigon.' DOD. statement will be made thereafter, 
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roust come after. DOD statement. 

5 . We cannot over -emphasize importance of press handling and 
relations with media. Absolutely nothing is to be said beyond 

: . . . . • . . . . ... ; . . ■ J 

what is in text of Washington and MACV statements. No back-} 
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grounders or off-the-record interviews or statements are to 

■. . ■ ' . - .... ■ .. ; : .• /'••/ a . m 'y. 

be given. MACV receiving separate instructions on this poi^it 

and you should insure that above complied with by all members 
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